[The trend of clinical characteristics and prognosis of women's breast cancer 1981 - 2000].
To investigate the trend of clinical characteristics and prognosis of breast cancer in women during the past 2 decades (1981 - 2000). 1678 cases were sampled randomly from the 11400 breast cancer patients who were hospitalized in Tianjin Medical University Cancer Hospital 1981 - 2000. Retrospective analysis of the clinical characteristics and prognosis between different eras was conducted. The numbers of hospitalized female breast cancer patients during the periods 1981 - 1985, 1986 - 1990, 1991 - 1995, 1996 - 2000 were 209, 316, 449, and 704 respectively with an increase of 237% within 20 years and an annual increase rate of 11.8%. The mean onset age remained 46 - 47. The detection rate of breast cancer at early stages (stages 0 approximately I) was 15.5% during 1996 - 2000, higher than that during 1981 - 1985 (12%), and the detection rate of breast cancer at stage III during 1996 - 2000 was 16.5%, lower than that during 1981 - 1985 (24.9%). The proportion of carcinoma in situ during 1996 - 2000 was 4.4%, higher than that during 1981 - 1985 (3.7%). The axillary lymph node positive rate during 1996 - 2000 was 46.3%, lower than that during 1981 - 1985 (51.8%s), and the local recurrence/distance metastasis rate during 1996 - 200 was 13.5%, lower than that during 1981 - 1985 (27.8%). The 5-year and 10-year survival rates during 1996 - 2000 were 86% and 74%, both higher than those during 1981 - 1985 (76% and 63% respectively). During the past 2 decades, the incidence of breast cancer shows an uptrend. The proportion of early stage breast cancer increases gradually and the proportion of axillary lymph node positive rate and metastasis rate show a downtrend. The prognosis of the breast cancer patients has been improved during these periods.